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AND YET, IT1S 100% PREVENTABLE!
With a fatality rate of almost 100% in humans and animals alike, rabies
remains a global threat, killing approximately 59,000 people every year. /_\\/Zb 99% Nu M“HE nEATHs FH“M
€

Dogs are the main reservoir of the disease. Controlling and eliminating the ol

wmecsoe | RABIESTVACCINATE DOGS!

deadly zoonosis means, therefore, combatting it at its animal source. The
World Organisation for Animal Health has long been committed to tackling
the disease, supporting its Members in the path towards a rabies-free future. @)) pHoelSrodnt g o wwwawoah.org/rabies
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Rabies: one of the deadliest zoonosis

JIhothuman ,gro: of rahies |
rabies cases deaths >80% of rabies

are due to bites from infected dogs cases 4 t f 1 -
occur in Africa and Asia u u u ra I es
occur in rural areas with limited or inexistent access
to health education campaigns and post-bite
treatment

are in children

Dog-mediated rabies elimination is possible

Unlike for many other diseases, the tools needed to eliminate dog-mediated rabies already exist. It is 100% preventable and rabies vaccines

for dogs can efficiently eliminate the disease at its animal source.



Endemicity of dog and human rabies, 2016
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Rabies
- + +  Endemic dog and human rabies
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Figure A1.1. Endemicity of dog-mediated human rabies (2)




Key components of a successful national control programme for
tog-mediated rabies

Surveillance and
reporting

to monitor the disease
trends and detecting
potential new cases as

early as possible.

Mass dog
vaccination
campaigns

to tackle the disease at its
animal source. Vaccinating
at least 70% of dogs in at-
risk areas can reduce

human cases to zero.

Effective control of
dog populations

to reach a rabies immune
or rabies-free dog
population, while ensuring
that animal welfare is

respected.

Public awareness
and education
campaigns

to improve the
understanding of the risks
related to rabies, as well as

how to prevent them
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