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Qualitative risk assessment of the introduction of Brucella spp. through importation of

live goats from other provinces into the brucellosis free goat farms in Ratchaburi province

Prassanee Churat.  Anusorn Sungpad1
Abstract

The qualitative risk assessment of the introduction of brucellosis into disease-free
goat farms in Ratchaburi province via importation of live animals from other provinces was
carried out following OIE guidance. All the transportation records, with and without
transportation permit, were included in the study. The data collected from academic
evidences, questionnaires, Department of Livestock Development officers and brucellosis
experts were analyzed. The results revealed that the risk of disease introduction was low in
the group of animal transported with movement license, with low to moderate uncertainty.
Meanwhile, the risk of disease introduction from the group without movement license was
low, with moderate uncertainty. The screening for the disease prior to transportation using
serological test showed to be an effective method to control disease transmission and
spreading among farms. The education on disease screening and disease control to the
farmers coupled with the extension program on disease-free farm qualification and proper
animal transportation would guarantee the successful brucellosis control program in

Ratchaburi province. This might lead us to the situation of disease-free area in the future.

Keywords: Brucella spp., qualitative risk assessment, goats, Ratchaburi province
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